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Part 1: Directed Writing (15 Marks) 
The syllabus specifies that the candidates are to write an essay in Urdu of about 150 words. 
NOTE 1:  Examiners are to read up to 200 words and ignore any further writing. 
NOTE 2:  If one bullet point is not covered at all, then maximum mark for language is 7. 
 
Points to be covered: 
1 What is meant by a healthy life 
2 The disadvantages of not being healthy 
3 What young people should do to be healthy 
 

Language is marked out of 9 
 

Content is marked out of 6 
(2 for each bullet point) 
 

8-9 Very good 
Confident use of complex sentence patterns, generally accurate, 
extensive vocabulary, good sense of idiom 
 

2 marks 
Bullet Point fully covered 

6-7 Good  
Generally sound sense of grammar in spite of lapses, reads 
reasonably, some attempt at varied vocabulary and sentence 
patterns. 
 

1 mark 
Bullet Point partially covered 

4-5 Adequate 
A tendency to be simple, clumsy or laboured, some degree of 
accuracy, inappropriate use of idiom 
 

0 mark 
Bullet Point not covered 

2-3 Poor 
Consistently simple or pedestrian sentence patterns (basic 
sentence structure) with persistent errors, limited vocabulary. 
 

 

0-1 Very Poor 
Only the simplest sentence patterns, little sense of grammatical 
awareness, very limited vocabulary. 
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Part 2: Writing Task (20 Marks) 
The syllabus specifies that the candidates are to write a letter/dialogue in Urdu of about 200 words. 
NOTE 1: Examiners are to read up to 250 words and ignore any further writing. 
NOTE 2:  If candidate writes letter or essay rather than report then maximum marks for content is 3 

and 12 for language. 
NOTE 3:  In the letter, if personal opinion on topic is not included at all, then maximum mark for 

content is 3 and 12 for language. 
 

Language is marked out of 15 
 

Content is marked out of 5 
 

 1 Report 
 

2 Letter 
 

13-15 Very good  
Confident use of complex 
sentence patterns, generally 
accurate, extensive vocabulary, 
good sense of idiom. 

5 marks 
Detailed report including 
appropriate introduction and 
conclusion, details of where, 
with whom, places seen, & 
personal response to visit. 
 

5 marks 
Detailed letter including 
appropriate top and tail, and 
interesting and relevant 
response. 
 

10-12 Good  
Generally sound sense of 
grammar in spite of lapses, 
reads reasonably, some attempt 
at varied vocabulary and 
sentence patterns. 
 

4 marks 
Report including appropriate 
introduction and conclusion, 
some of: where, with whom, 
places seen, & personal 
response to visit. 
 

4 marks 
Letter including appropriate top 
and tail, and interesting and 
relevant response. 
 
 

7-9 Adequate 
A tendency to be simple, clumsy 
or laboured, some degree of 
accuracy, inappropriate use of 
idiom. 

3 marks 
Report without intro, conclusion 
but with some of: where, with 
whom, places seen, & personal 
response to visit OR with intro, 
conclusion but without much 
detail. 
 

3 marks 
Letter including appropriate top 
OR tail, and relevant response. 

4-6 Poor 
Consistently simple or 
pedestrian sentence patterns 
(basic sentence structure) with 
persistent errors, limited 
vocabulary.  
 

2 marks 
Report with limited detail, 
without appropriate introduction/ 
conclusion. 

2 marks 
Letter without appropriate top or 
tail, OR limited response. 

0-3 Very Poor 
Only v. simple sentence 
patterns, little sense of 
grammatical awareness, very 
limited vocab. 

1 mark 
Report very limited in scope or 
detail. 

1 mark 
Letter with no top or tail & very 
little response. 
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• One mark for each section. A total of 40 ÷ 2 = 20 marks. 

• The above translation is not the only possible translation. Marks are awarded for good transfer 
of meaning. 


